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Abstract: 
Indian Social System is having different classes, religions, regions, Communities, Castes, 
gender, and languages. In Indian scenario caste system is an important part of ancient Hindu tradition 
and it is based on social stratification. In the Indian Society Caste has been called as a “Jathi”. There 
are 3,000 castes and 25,000 sub-castes in India that are related to a specific occupation on the basis of 
Varna concept. The Members of a high caste enjoy more wealth and opportunities while members of a 
low caste perform unskilled jobs. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar raised his voice against the caste system and 
promotion of equality in Indian Society.  Dr. B.R.Ambedkar is popularly known as Babasaheb for 
every Indian. He is identified as an Indian jurist, economist, politician, Philosopher and social 
reformer. He fights for the Social Equality, Social Justice and Social discrimination against 
Untouchables and also for the rights of women and labour in Indian Society. After constituting the 
Indian constitution he tried to provide educational, political, cultural, economical rights and social 
freedom for Dalits in India. He mainly focused on the issues such as eradication of Untouchabality, 
and discrimination against women and labour. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar created a revolution for the 
eradication of different kinds of the Social evils in Indian Society.  This study focuses on 
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar’s contribution towards the development of Scheduled Castes in India. 
Keywords:  Dalits, Empowerment, Caste, Eradication, Labour.  
Introduction: 
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar was a grate social scientist, philosopher, social reformer and progressive 
thinker of Indian Society.  He foughtfor the rights and dignity of Dalits, Women and Labour in India 
through making Indian Constitution in a Systematic way that prescribes the rules and regulations for 
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the development of all the people in the country,due to which we call him as a Modern Manu and he 
was the soul of Indian Constitution. Through the Constitution he gave Fundamental Rightsand duties 
to every individual of Indian citizen to leada comfortable life. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar as an emancipator 
of the Dalits: 
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar dedicated his life for the development of Dalits. The caste is the 
fundamental feature of Indian Society. Through the caste system Upper and lower castes are evolved in 
Indian. On the basis of this Dalits are the considered as a neglected group and they are practicing the 
unhealthy occupations or degraded work. This has identified by Dr. B.R.Ambedkar and opposed to the 
theory of caste. The caste based theory mainly focuses on the superiority and social discrimination of 




Constitutional Provisions for Dalits: The Indian Constitution provides different kinds of provisions 
for the upliftment of Dalits that are mentioned below: 
I. Prohibition of discrimination based on Caste. 
II. Providing the Right to equality 
III. Providing the Right to against Exploitation. 
IV. Providing the Cultural and Education Right. 
V. Prohibition against discrimination in elections based on the religion, race, caste etc. 
VI. Providing the reservation in Union and State Legislatures for the member of SC’s and ST’s. 
VII. Providing the National Commission for SC’s and ST’s in order to safeguard them.  
Apart fromthis many provisions were provided by the vision and mission of Babasaheba for the 
emancipation of Dalits in India.  
Legislative Measures for the protection of Dalits: 
1. The Protections of Civil Rights Act-1955 
2. The Bonded Labour Act-1976 
3. The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act-1989 
4. The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act and rules - 1995 
5. The Employment of Manual Scavenger and Construction of Dray Latrines (Prohibition) 
Act-1993. 
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Above the all legislative acts and regulations are playing a major role in the eradication of 
discrimination imposed on Dalitsand empowering themsocially, economically, politically and 
culturally. 
Special Provisions: 
 The Indian Constitution reflects the ideal of equality and social justice to uphold the dignity of 
each individual. According to the Constitution it abolishes any kind of discrimination in any class of 
persons on the ground of race, religion, place of birth etc. That’s the point the Special provisions are 
given by the Constitution and they are as follows: 
 Article 46 of the Directive Principal gives a state to take care in promoting the educational and 
economic interest of the weaker section of the members and in particularly the SC’s and ST’s 
and protect them from social injustice.  
 II Part of the Indian Constitution guaranteeing fundamental rights contains many provisions 
protecting minority right. 
 Special Safeguards for the Educational uplifting of Dalits: 
The Indian Constitution provides the special provisions for the upliftment of Dalits 
through the educational components.  Article 15(4) and 46 focuses and tells that the state has to 
make special arrangement for the Dalits towards educational advancement. A few schemes 
related to educational benefits are mentioned below: they are:
2
 
 Pre Metric and  Post Metric Scholarship 
 Stated the Schools in Dalits Areas. 
 Providing the Grants and Hostels fees 
 Started the residential Schools, Balawadis and Community Centers. 
Central Government Provisions: 
The Central Government provided different types of benefits for the educational development of 
SC’s and ST’s in India. They are:
3
 
I. Post- Matric Scholarships 
II. Pre -Matric Scholarship for children’s of those engaged in the unclean occupations. 
III. Providing the Boys and girls hostels. 
IV. Introducing the Books Bank facilities. 
V. Up -gradation of merits of SC/ST Students. 
VI. Coaching and allied schemes. 
VII. Grants-in- Aid to Voluntary Organization. 
                                                          
2
 B. R. Ambedkar, Annihilation of Caste, an undelivered speech written in 1936 by B. R. Ambedkar, 
http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/projects/mmt/ambedkar/web/in dex.html (2015) 
3 JadhavNarendra, Ambedkar (2014) “Awakening India’s social conscience”, Konark Publishers, New Delhi, 453,454,463 
 
Vol. 2, Issue III,      [225]             March 2018 
 
VIII. Special Educational Development Programmes. 
IX. Special Component Plan and Tribal Sub Plans. 
State Government Provisions: 
I. Providing the Pre- Metric Scholarship and Post- Metric Scholarships 
II. Supply of Text books and other allied materials. 
III. Stared the Residential Schools. 
IV. Merit Scholarship 
V. Started the Hostels for Boys and Girls  
VI. Providing Mid-Day Meals 
VII. Providing the Loans for Educational purpose. 
VIII. Coaching and Study centers etc. 
These kinds of provisions have been made by the Central and State Government for the upliftment 
of Dalits in India. Due to these efforts of the Government slowly one can visualize the change in the 
educational status of Dalits in India.  
Loopholes hindering the development of Scheduled Caste in India 
 The literacy rate is very low. 
 Decimation of Dalits is still prevailing in the Rural and urban areas. 
 Equal opportunities are not provided and are not enjoyed by Dalits with respect to employment, 
in both Public and Private Sector. 
 They are being dragged in to poverty due to raising cost of living. 
Suggestions for the upliftment of Scheduled Castes in India 
 To create awareness on the different scheme and programmes provided by the governments for 
Dalits in India. 
 To educate Dalits to utilize the reservation policy for upliftment. 
 To create a Dalits Initiatives and Network for taking the opportunities for their education. 
 Dalit Organization Should Conscientize and also motivated their Community members to make 
use of schemes and programmes. 
 Wide Publicity About the programmes specially mentioned for Dalits should be highlighted in 
Newspapers, and mass Media involve Dalits. 
Conclusion: 
 Dr. B.R.Ambedkar was a multi-dimensional personality and he assessed and analyzed eachand 
everything in the Indian Constitution on the basis of systematic study.  He studied the caste system, 
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discrimination of women, labour and neglected groups of Indian society. Due to his efforts in 
formulation of the Indian Constitution all the people in the country are given an opportunity to change 
their social, economical, political and cultural status slowly and gradually. To conclude one can easily 
sum up after having a bird’s eye view about the provisions for the emancipation of Dalits through 
Indian Constitution.  
 
 
